
T ITEMS OF INTEREST ** MOTO TOURS COSTA RICA 
 

Moto Tours Costa Rica was started by avid motorcycle enthusiasts, brothers Wayne and RJ Faddis.  Along with Paul 
Furlong, a lifelong enthusiast and seven year Costa Rica tour guide, Moto Tours Costa Rica has been developed to jointly 
maximize both your motorcycle and Costa Rican experience.  
 
Contact Information during your stay in Costa Rica: 
When calling from the U.S. it is necessary to dial  011 (the country code for Costa Rica) then the number.  All calls 
within Costa Rica are considered local calls.  Guide, Paul Furlong, home number is 011-506-446-5542, cell number is 
 011-506-398-9075.   Within Costa Rica you need only to dial the 7 digit phone number.   
 
You should make a copy of your passport and other important documents.  The passport copy and your drivers license 
should be carried with you at all times.  Follow common sense procedures and please do not carry large amounts of cash 
or valuables with you at any time. 
 
Costa Rica is not what we would classify as a third world country.  If you forget things of necessity you will most likely 
be able to purchase them there.  The weather in Costa Rica varies greatly depending on your exact location.  In Atenas, 
the night time temperatures usually drop into the sixties, with the daytime temperatures near 80, normally with low 
humidity.  What is considered the dry season is from December through May with very little rain in most areas, except 
maybe the highlands where you may experience a shower, fog, or a light mist in the air, and the temperatures may dip as 
low as the fifties.  The coastal areas of Costa Rica are hot and more humid as would be expected.  Bringing proper 
sunscreen would be a wise decision as would a long sleeve shirt for extra protection.  Electricity in Costa Rica is 110 
volts AC (60 cycles).  You may need a two to three pronged adapter as most outlets are two pronged.  Toilet paper should 
be placed in waste paper cans rather than flushed in many restrooms.  The water is safe to drink in most locations, but 
bottled water is readily available if you should choose.  The food is not spicy as you may have suspected, but is very good 
everywhere.  You owe it to yourself to be adventurous and try the local dishes. 
 
An international driver’s license is not required, but you must keep a valid driver’s license and passport (or copy of your 
passport) with you at all times.  Please do not drink and drive.  Motorcycles and all damages to such are the responsibility 
of the motorcycle driver.  All motorcycles have insurance and are registered and licensed as per Costa Rican law.  You 
will be told where the vehicle documents are kept. 
 
Checklist of suggested items to bring! 
Airline Ticket                                                       Toothbrush                                 Binoculars 
Copy of Airline Ticket 
                                                                               Toothpaste                                  Shaving Supplies 
Passport                                                                  
Copy of Passport                                                  Earplugs (Just in case                Helmet 
                                                                                your roommate snores)                                                                                  
Drivers License                                                     Small Flashlight              Riding Gloves 
Copy of Drivers License 

                                                                  
Hat              Boots (Suitable for riding) Riding Pants 
 
Backpack             Elbow/Knee Guards  Rain Gear 
 
Insect Repellent                                                    Comfy Shoes   Lightweight Jacket 
                                                                                                                                       
Sunblock                                                                Swimsuit               Prescription Medicines 
 
Money                            
(Do not exchange money here in the U..S.   Do not exchange money in the Airport  when you arrive, the exchange rates 
are too low) Exchange rates are best at banks in Costa Rica or at ATM machines.                                                                      
                                             



Moto Tours Costa Rica 

 
Driving Recommendations 

• Although improving, the roads in Costa Rica are in fairly poor shape.  There are many potholes and unforeseen 
obstacles in the most unexpected places.  Riding at night is definitely not recommended. 

• When attempting to pass a vehicle always check behind and beside you first, you may be being passed by a truck 
or a bus at the same moment.   

• Use common sense when driving, allowing for an extra margin or error.  Costa Rican drivers are considered 
aggressive and things happen quickly. 

• Pay particular attention to blind curves.  Large transit buses usually take more than their share of the road and will 
meet you in a turn when least expected.  Decreasing radius turns are a common occurrence and will sneak upon 
you quickly so brake well before entering unknown turns. 

• To say you may see anything at anytime on the roads of Costa Rica would be an understatement.  Cows, horses, 
dogs, stranded cars, mudslides, huge potholes keep things interesting.  If you happen to see tree branches or rocks 
in the road ahead it normally means slow down, there is a problem.   These are most often used as caution signs in 
the event of an accident or stalled vehicle. 

The Traffic Police in Costa Rica 
Traffic enforcement in Costa Rica is the responsibility of the Transit Police ("Transitos"), who are distinguished by a light 
blue uniform shirt and dark blue trousers. They use light blue cars or motorcycles equipped with blue lights. They often 
wave vehicles to the side of the road for inspection. Drivers are commonly asked to produce a driver's license, vehicle 
registration and insurance information. Third-party coverage is mandatory in Costa Rica. Infractions will result in the 
issuance of a summons. Fines are not supposed to be collected on the spot, although reports of officers attempting to 
collect money are common. Persons involved in vehicular accidents are advised not to move their vehicle until 
instructed to do so by a Transit Officer, who will respond to the scene together with a representative of the National 
Insurance Company (known by its local acronym, INS.) Accidents may be reported by dialing 911.  Helmets are required 
in Costa Rica. 

Important Phone Numbers and Contact Info 
U.S. Country Code      001 (Use when calling from Costa Rica to the U.S.) 
U.S. Embassy                  220-3939 
Police / Emergency          911 
Red Cross                        128 
Transit Police                  117 
Collect Calls                    175 
AT&T USA Direct          0-800-0-114-114 
Paul (Guide) Home-506-446-8450  Cell-506-398-9075                    
All phone calls to anywhere within Costa Rica are local calls.  Prepaid phone cards are readily available and reasonably 
priced. 
 

 Highway Signs 
  
                                     
 
 
 
 
           
          STOP                             YIELD              DO NOT ENTER       SLOW           NO U TURN      NO PARKING 
                               
                 Carril-------Lane                                                                       Curva Adelante—Curve Ahead 
                 Derecha----Right                                                                      Derrumbes---------Landslides 
                 Desvio-----Detour                                                                    Isquierda-----------Left 
                 Enpalma---Intersection                                                            Siga con Precaucion---Proceed with Caution 
                 Transito Entrado—Traffic entering Highway                                                                                
 


